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Abstract

Risk Communication for Wastewater Reuse in Agriculture : A Case Study in Itoman, Okinawa

Chiharu MIWA*, Akira YOSHINO**, Hiroaki TANAKA*** Naoyuki YAMASHITA****

A project of reuse of wastewater for agriculture is taken now in Itoman, Okinawa. In this study, we

investigated consumers’ attitude toward the vegetables produced with the recycled water through the

questionnaire survey for the risk communication with public on this project. As a result, the following five

patterns were derived : (1)38.9 % of consumers might buy such a vegetable only by getting the brief

information about the project, (2)15.1 % might buy it by the additional information about the safety of recycled

water, (3)7.4 % might buy it by the further additional information about the necessity and significance of

recycled water, (4) 31.2 % might not buy it as somehow uneasy feeling, and (5)4.7 % showed intention of the

refusal. The concerned information about safety of recycled water are the risk of toxic chemical compounds and

unexpected risk due to defects of the risk assessment or risk management. Convincible information about the

significance and necessity of recycled water for consumers is one about the contributions for water resource and

agriculture in Okinawa.
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